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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) An aspiration biopsy needle, comprising: 

a needle of elongate, hollow construction having a proximal end and a beveled distal end; 
said needle having a uniform diameter along its extern; 

said beveled distal end forming a first sharp edge that acrapes tissu e adapted to scrape 
cellular material when said needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 
a first slot formed in said needle near said beveled distal end; 

said first slot being transversely disposed relative to a longitudinal axis of said needle; 

said first slot also being angled relative to a transverse axis of said needle such that a 
bottom of said first slot is positioned proximal to an opening of said first slot; 

said opening of said first slot being in open communication with an exterior surface of 
said needle; 

said first slot including a second sharp edge that scrapes tissue adapted to scrape cellular 
ma terial when said needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 

means for communicating a vacuum to said proximal end of said needle so that fcs&we 
seeped cellular material adapted to be scraped by said first sharp edge during proximal-to-distal 
travel of said needle is pulled into a lumen of said needle and so that tiss u e s crap e d cellular 
material adapted to be scraped by said second sharp edge during said proximal-to-distal travel of 
said needle is also pulled into said lumen. 

2. (original) The needle of claim 1, wherein said slot has a circumferential extent of about 
one half the circumference of said needle, 

3. (currently amended) The needle of claim 1, wherein said second sharp edge is elevated 
with respect to said exterior surface of said needle, 

4. (original) The needle of claim 1, wherein said second sharp edge is recessed with 
respect to said exterior surface of said needle. 

5. (currently amended) The needle of claim 1, further comprising a hinge means to which 
said second sharp edge is mounted to enable pivotal movement of said second sharp edge. 
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6. (currently amended) The needle of claim 1, wherein a material to which said tisauo 
cellular material clings is applied to said first and second sharp edges, 

7. (new) An aspiration biopsy needle, comprising: 

a needle of elongate, hollow construction having a proximal end and a beveled distal end; 
said needle having a uniform diameter along its extent; 

said beveled distal end forming a first sharp edge adapted to scrape cellular material 
when said needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 

a first slot formed in said needle near said beveled distal end; 

said first slot being transversely disposed relative to a longitudinal axis of said needle; 

said first slot also being angled relative to a transverse axis of said needle such that a 
bottom of said first slot is positioned proximal to an opening of said first slot; 

said opening of said first slot being in open communication with an exterior surface of 
said needle; 

said first slot including a second sharp edge adapted to scrape cellular material when said 
needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 

means for communicating a vacuum to said proximal end of said needle so that cellular 
material adapted to be scraped by said first sharp edge during proximai-to-distal travel of said 
needle is pulled into a lumen of said needle and so that cellular material adapted to be scraped by 
said second sharp edge during said proximal-to-distal travel of said needle is also pulled into said 
lumen; 

said second sharp edge being elevated with respect to said exterior surface of said needle. 

8 . (new) An aspiration biopsy needle, comprising: 

a needle of elongate, hollow construction having a proximal end and a beveled distal end; 
said needle having a uniform diameter along its extent; 

said beveled distal end forming a first sharp edge adapted to scrape cellular material 
when said needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 
a first slot formed in said needle near said beveled distal end; 

said first slot being transversely disposed relative to a longitudinal axis of said needle; 
said first slot also being angled relative to a transverse axis of said needle such that a 
bottom of said first slot is positioned proximal to an opening of said first slot; 
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said opening of said first slot being in open communication with an exterior surface of 
said needle; 

said first slot including a second sharp edge adapted to scrape cellular material when said 
needle is displaced from a proximal position to a distal position; 

means for communicating a vacuum to said proximal end of said needle so that cellular 
material adapted to be scraped by said first sharp edge during proximal-to-distal travel of said 
needle is pulled into a lumen of said needle and so that cellular material adapted to be scraped by 
said second sharp edge during said proximal-to-di$tal travel of said needle is also pulled into said 
lumen; and 

a hinge to which said second sharp edge is mounted to enable pivotal movement of said 
second sharp edge. 



PAGE 9/15*RCVD AT 11/24/2004 9:40:31 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTOff XRM/O 1 DNIS:8729302 1 CSID:7275078668 * DURATION (mm-s$):04-18 



